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REF: (A) PORT AU PRINCE 3001, (B) PORT AU PRINCE 2984 

1 . ACCORDING TO FRENCH AMBASSADOR DEBLE, PRESIDENT 
DUVALIER'S PROJECT FOR A FORMULA I AUTOMOBILE RACETRACK 
IN SISAL COUNTRY NORTH OF PORT AU PRINCE HAS RUN AFOUL OF 
OPPOSITION FROM HIS OWN MINISTERS, WHO MUSTERED ENOUGH 
COURAGE TO ADVISE HIM THAT INTERNATIONAL DONOR COMMUNITY 
WOULD CERTAINLY REACT NEGATIVELY TO ANY GOH FINANCIAL 
PARTICIPATION IN SUCH A PROJECT. THIS ARGUMENT PREVAILED. 

FRENCH BANKERS HAD SOUGHT A GOH LOAN AT 1 1 PER CENT 
INTEREST. THEY RETURNED TO PARIS EMPTY-HANDED AFTER GOH 
DECLINED TO SIGN CONTRACT WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED. 

2. PRESIDENT DUVALIER NEVERTHELESS REMAINS CONVINCED THAT 
PROJECT WOULD BE MAJOR TOURIST ATTRACTION BRINGING IN SUB- 
STANTIAL REVENUE, AND IS SEEKING AN ALTERNATIVE FORMULA TO 
IMPLEMENT SCHEME ON TERMS THAT WOULD NOT EXPOSE GOH 

TO CRITICISM. 

3 . FOR VETERAN NATIONAL BANK PRESIDENT ANDRE, WHO OPPOSED 
IDEA FROM START, THIS IS A VICTORY FOR 'RATIONALITY" IN ECONOMIC 
DECISION MAKING, ALTHOUGH STRUGGLE IS FAR FROM OVER ON OTHER 
FRONTS. AA/LA GIRARD'S FORCEFUL EVOCATION OF ADVERSE IMPLICATIONS 
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RESOLVE. IMF REPRESENTATIVE ALSO FOUGHT AGAINST ANY GOH 
FINANCING. AMBASSADOR SALOMON MAY HAVE HELPED DISSUADE 
PRESIDENT, AND WE APPRECIATE ROLE PLAYED BY ARA/CAR DESK 
OFFICER IN MAKING OUR VIEWS KNOWN TO HIM. 

4. WE SHALL CONTINUE TO WATCH FOR ANY RESUSCITATION OF PROJECT. 

ISHAM 
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